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Leading Health Care Organizations Urge Action to Protect Physicians, Hospitals, Patients and Families
from Violence
Groups call on Department of Justice investigation, technology platforms to address harassment and threats of violence
against physicians and hospitals

Washington, DC—Today, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American Medical Association (AMA)
and Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) unite in support of physiciansand hospitals who have been
threatened and attacked in recent months.

The groups senta |etter to Attorney General Merrick Garland urging the Department of Justice toinvestigate
theincreasingthreats of violenceagainst physicians, hospitalsand familiesof children for providingand
seekingevidence-based gender-affirmingcare. The organizations also call on technology platformstodo
more to stop the rhetoric that often incitesthreats oracts of violence and has led to harassmentcampaigns
across the country, much of it directed at children’shospitals and the physiciansand staff whowork there.

“Whetherit’s newborns receivingintensive care, children getting cancer treatmentsor families accessing
compassionate care for their transgender adolescents, all patie ntsseeking treatment deserve to get the care
they need without fear for their personal safety,”said AAP President Moira Szilagyi, MD, PhD, FAAP. “We
cannotstand byas threats of violence against our membersand their patients proliferate with little
consequence. We call on the Department of Justice toinvestigate these attacks and social media platformsto
reduce the spread of the misinformation enablingthem.”

The AAP and AMA collectively representmore than 270,000 physicians and medical students and CHA
represents more than 220 children’s hospitalsacross the country. The groups wrote to Attorney General
Garland urging “swiftaction toinvestigate and prosecute all organizations, individuals, and entities
responsible.”

“Individuals in all workplaces have the righttoa safe environment, out of harm’s way and free of intimidation
or reprisal,”said AMA PresidentJack Resneck]r., MD.“As physicians, we condemn groups that promote
hate-motivated intolerance and toxic misinformation that can lead to grave real-world violence and
extremism and jeopardize patients' health outcomes. The AMA will continuetowork with federal, state and
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local law enforcement officialsto develop and implement strategies that protecthard -working, law-abiding
physicians and other health careworkers from senseless acts of violence, abuse and intimidation.”

Inaddition tothe letter tothe Department of Justice, the groups callon Twitter, TikTok and Meta, which
owns Facebook and Instagram, todo more to prevent coordinated campaigns of disinformation. The
organizations ask the platforms totake bolder action when false information isshared about specific
institutions and physicians. Theyalso urge social media companiestoenforce safetyand hateful conduct
policies tostop the endangerment of patients, families, physiciansand health care staff.

“We are committed to providingsafe, supportive and inclusive health careenvironments foreach and every
child and family, and the clinicians andstaffwho are dedicatedto caring for children,” said CHA President
Amy Wimpey Knight. “Threats and acts of violence are not a solution, nor a substitute, for civil dialogue
aboutissues of achild orteen’s health and wellbeing. At CHA, we are committed toworkingacross sectors to
prevent misleadingand inflammatory comments thatresultin threats tothose caring for patients.”

The groups wrote in their letter to Attorney General Garland, “Our organizations are dedicated to the health
and well-beingof all childrenand adolescents. We are committed tothe full spectrum of patient care—from
prevention tocritical care. We stand with the physicians, nurses, mental health specialists,and other health
care professionals who provide evidence-based health care, including gender-affirming care, to children and
adolescents.”

###

About the American Academy of Pediatrics

The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of 67,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical
subspecialists and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to the health, safety and well-being of infants, children,
adolescents and young adults.

About the American Medical Association

The American Medical Association is the physicians’ powerful ally in patient care. As the only medical association that
convenes 190+ state and specialty medical societies and other critical stakeholders, the AMA represents physicians with a

unified voice toall key players in health care. The AMA leverages its strength by removing the obstacles that interfere
with patient care, leading the charge to prevent chronic disease and confront public health crises, and driving the future

of medicine to tackle the biggest challenges in health care. For more information, visit ama-assn.org.
About the Children’s Hospital Association

Children’s Hospital Association is the national voice of more than 220 children’s hospitals, advancing child health
through innovation in the quality, cost and delivery of care.
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