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Specialty Specific Comparisons Regarding Perspectives
on Fellowship Training

abstract
BACKGROUND: As part of a recent effort by the American Board of
Pediatrics to examine fellowship training, a task force was established
to review the components of training and develop recommendations
for any modifications deemed necessary. To inform the task force, sev-
eral studies were undertaken to gain insights and perspectives from
current fellows, those who had completed fellowship training, and pro-
gram directors regarding their experiences and the perceived value of
their training. This article provides the findings for each subspecialty
in tables that allow comparison with all other subspecialties for each
study population.

METHODS: All data were first analyzed for missing or incomplete re-
sponse patterns. Frequency distributions of all findings were prepared
for each specific subspecialty. Next, x2 statistics were used to com-
pare each subspecialty with the others. A P value ,.05 was consid-
ered significant.

RESULTS: Results for each question for each study population are
shown in the tables, provided in the online data supplement. Supple-
mental Tables 1–29 are for program directors, Supplemental Tables
30–48 are for current fellows, Supplemental Tables 49–76 are for
recent fellowship graduates, and Supplemental Tables 77–99 are for
midcareer subspecialists.

CONCLUSIONS: There are significant differences between the subspe-
cialties in their perceptions of a variety of issues involving fellowship
training. Pediatrics 2014;133:S76–S77
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There are 14 pediatric subspecialties
for which the American Board of Pedi-
atrics (ABP) offers certifying examina-
tions. Aspartofarecenteffortby theABP
to examine fellowship training, a task
force was established to review the
components of training and develop
recommendations for anymodifications
deemed necessary. To inform the task
force, several studies were undertaken
to gain insights and perspectives from
current fellows, those who had com-
pleted fellowship training, and program
directors regarding their experiences
and the perceived value of their training.
Articles in this supplement detail the
findings foreachof thosegroupsbut are
aggregated across all subspecialties.

Many differences in perspectives are
hypothesized to exist across the pano-
ply of pediatric subspecialties. How-
ever, few data exist that compare either
trainees or practitioners across the
subspecialties. This article provides
the findings for each subspecialty in
tables that allow comparison with all
other subspecialties for each study
population.

METHODS

Methods for data collection have been
described elsewhere in the supple-
ment.

All data were first analyzed for missing
or incomplete response patterns. Fre-
quency distributions of all findings
were prepared for each specific sub-
specialty. Next, x2 statistics were used
to compare each subspecialty with the
others. A P value,.05 was considered
significant.

The study was approved by the Uni-
versity of Michigan Medical School In-
stitutional Review Board.

RESULTS

Results foreachquestion foreachstudy
population are shown in the tables pro-
vided in the online data supplement.1

Supplemental Tables 1–29 are for pro-
gram directors, Supplemental Tables
30–48 are for current fellows, Supple-
mental Tables 49–76 are for recent
fellowship graduates, and Supplemen-
tal Tables 77–99 are for midcareer
subspecialists.

In addition to the results included in the
online data supplement, data tables
that include more extensive and de-
tailed information on each of the 14
subspecialties in comparison with all
other subspecialties combined are
available on the ABP web site.2

CONCLUSIONS

There are significant differences be-
tween the subspecialties in their per-
ceptions of a variety of issues involving
fellowship training. Future efforts at
fellowship reform must take into ac-
count the range of perspectives among
the pediatric subspecialties with re-
gard to training in clinical care, edu-
cation, and research.
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