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• Create a common match process 

• Encourage utilization of a common 

application 
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• Created Task Force 

• Raised awareness of the 

available process and benefits 

(NRMP and ERAS) 

• Conducted paired surveys of 

trainees and programs 

• Negotiated dates that worked 

• Built consensus 
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• Now nearly all subspecialties 

use a match and ERAS 

• Focus currently on a common 

match date 
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• Initially disparate dates and 

very confusing, 22 different 

dates 

• Now two common dates/times of 

the year 

 PSFM 

 PSSM 

 Heme-Onc and Cardiology 

• CoPS advocating for single match 

date in Fall 
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• With SOMSRFT, surveyed residents 

entering fellowship to solicit 

trainee preference 

 Over 1110 respondents 

• Moved the PSFM to a later date 

• Obtained formal APPD support for 

moving to the fall 
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• Discuss with constituencies the 

remaining issues for spring 

match? 

 Cardiology and Heme/Onc 

• Request Pediatric Department 

Chair support 

• CoPS to consider consolidation 

of subs with stand alone matches 
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• Academic Generalists  Starting NRMP this year 

• Allergy    Joined MSMP 

• Adolescent Medicine  Applicants from FP/Peds/IM 

• Child/Adolescent Psychiatry   Considered Psych Subspecialty 

• Child Neurology   Considered Neuro Subspecialty 

• Dermatology   San Francisco Match 

• Rehabilitation Medicine  Stand Alone 

• Sports Medicine   Combined adult and peds 
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http://www.pedsubs.org/about/index.cfm 
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• What does a Pediatric Pulmonologist do? 

• What are the career opportunities? 

• What Board, if any, certifies a Pediatric Pulmonologist? 

• What is the lifestyle of a Pediatric Pulmonologist? 

• What is the compensation of a Pediatric Pulmonologist? 

• How do I become a Pediatric Pulmonologist? 

• Where do I find out about available programs? 

• When do I apply? 

• Why should I choose to become a Pediatric Pulmonologist? 
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CoPS Communication 
Initiatives 
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Achieving A Common Match Date 
 
SOMSRFT,  CoPS, et al 
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• Total page views: 274,052 

decrease/1yr; 86% increase/2yrs 

• Average number of views per day: 

751 

 780 in 2014; 453 in 2013 

• Subspecialty descriptions Page 

views: 165,188 (average 452/day) 

• Most frequent hits: Neonatology, 

Hematology-Oncology, Cardiology  
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• Improve communication   

to/from CoPS membership 

 Newsletter Updates 

 Listserve Issues of Interest 

• Create advising/mentoring and 

career-development resources 

for trainees 
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• Website upgrading  

• Update subspecialty descriptions & 

links 

 Add photos 

 Continuing to Market(e.g.COMSEP, 

SOMSRFT) 

• Launch additional webinars 

• Re-evaluate Social Networking 

• Mobile App 

• Add team members 
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Fellowship Start Date 
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In November 2013, the Council of Pediatric 
Subspecialties (CoPS) convened an Action Team 
(AT) to examine the current start date for 
fellowships and to make recommendations as 
to how the transition from residency to 
fellowship training could be improved.  
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• Pediatrics 
 Association of Ped PDs 
 Council of Ped 

Subspecialties 
• Internal Medicine 

• Alliance for Academic IM 
• Surgery 

 Association of PDs in 
Surgery 

 Fellowship Council 
• DIOs 
• Ob/Gyn 

 Committee on Resident 
Education in Ob/Gyn 

• Organization of PD Associations 
• Associations of American 

Medical Colleges 
 Group on Resident Affairs 
 Chief Health Care Office 

• Association for Hospital 
Medical Education 

• Alliance for Independent 
Academic Medical Centers 



AMSPDC Webinar 



AMSPDC Webinar 



AMSPDC Webinar 

• Continue to have monthly calls 

• Pediatric recommendations 

published 

 J Pediatr Aug 2015 

 

 

 

 

 Effective 2017 appointment year 
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• OPDA 

 Issued statement supporting start 

date of July 7 or later 

• Internal Medicine 

 Planning survey 

• Ob/GYN 

 Agreed to July 7 start date 

• Surgery 

 Start date Aug 1 effective this 

year 
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Developing Milestones for 
 The Scholarship  

Entrustable Professional Activity 



AMSPDC Webinar 

• Engage in scholarly activities 

through discovery, application, 

and dissemination of new 

knowledge (broadly defined) 

• Milestones not written for 

scholarship 

• No competencies/milestones 

related to “discovery?” 

• CoPS providing feedback to 

working group 
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Assessing the Association 
between EPAs, 

Competencies and 
Milestones in the Pediatric 

Subspecialties 
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• APPD Fellowship Executive 

Committee 

 Co-leader: Bruce Herman, MD 

• CoPS 

 Co-leader: Richard Mink, MD,MACM 

• ABP 

 Carol Carraccio, MD 

• APPD LEARN 

 Alan Schwartz, PhD 
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Milestones will be a 

valuable method with which 

to determine level of 

entrustment for the 

pediatric subspecialty EPAs 
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• Linked subspecialty networks 

• Collected EPA (CCC and PD) and 

Milestone (CCC) data from fall 2014 

and spring 2015 reporting periods 
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• Over 200 subspecialty programs 

participated 

 All ABP-certified subspecialties 

• Data from over 1000 fellows 

• Abstracts submissions 

 APPD (2 poster, 1 oral) 

 ACGME (1 poster, 1 oral) 

 PAS (2 submitted) 

 



AMSPDC Webinar 

Subspecialty Pediatrics Investigators Network 
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Fellowship Readiness in 
Pediatric Residents – Are 

Residents Really Prepared? 
Debra Boyer, Mel Heyman, Christine Barron, 

Michael Brook, Suzanne Lavoie, 

 Adam Rosenberg, Rich Mink 
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• Determine qualifications that 

make a resident better prepared 

to enter a fellowship 

 

• Suggest a career-focused 

curriculum to be used by 

categorical PD 
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1. Train competent general pediatricians 

2. Exposure to Basic Research 

Methodology 

3. Specialty specific 

knowledge/procedural skills not 

essential 

4. Improved mentorship 

5. Greater training in teaching 

6. Increased supervisory training 

7. Teach self-directed learning skills 
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Final Thoughts: 
CoPS Agenda   

2016 and beyond  
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• An issue of import discussed and 

tabled 

• Recent Match results prompted 

more questions & need for action 

• Major agenda item at CoPS     

fall meeting 
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What role might CoPS best serve in 
addressing the issues of workforce? 

• Bring the topic up (awareness) 

• Create subspecialty and institutional knowledge (data) 

• Advocate for increase GME funding tied to population 
needs rather than financial health of the parent 
institution.  Very few fellowship slots are funded by 
hospital GME. Is this true in other specialties? 

• Is GME equitably distributed between adult and child 
services?   

• Advocate for loan repayment for subspecialty training, 
especially for the most needed subs 
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What role might CoPS best serve in 
addressing the issues of workforce? 

• Define the requirements in each fields relative to 
patient populations 

• Working for incentives for undeserved   

• Educational webinars 

• Involve subspecialty section chiefs and 
department chairs (collaboration) 

• Educating & providing distance support to 
primary care providers in places with limited 
subspecialists 
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• Common match date and delayed start date may 
be helpful 

• Creation of a model for part-time academic 
faculty  

• This is a critical issue and CoPS should be involved 
(involvement) 

• Spearheading recommendations (lead) 
• Compile data on number of fellows & available 

positions 
• Create projections of the numbers of fellows 

needed  (model) 
• Gather data from specialty organizations and 

academic institutions 
 

What role might CoPS best service in addressing 
the issues of workforce? 
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What role might CoPS best service in 
addressing the issues of workforce? 

• Provide online resources for pipeliners 
(salaries, job availability, etc.) 

• Develop strategies to “incentivize” 
fellowship training in underserved 
specialties 

• Provide resources for recruitment 
• Involve all stakeholders in the  

development of an action plan  
• Create Action Team 
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Pediatric Subspecialties struggle with 

issues of workforce in many regards, with 

some subspecialties oversubscribed and 

others undersubscribed. 

 

• Define the stakeholders 

• Assess recruitment  

• Evaluate the impact of duty hour 

restrictions 

• Examine fellowship funding structure 

• Address differences in workforce issues 

among pediatric subspecialties 
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CoPS has been invited to participate in 

a gathering sponsored by the 7 

organizations of FOPO regarding MOC.   

The goal of the discussions will be to 

clarify the issues around MOC and to 

determine whether a common set of 

principles can be created and then 

shared with the pediatric community.   

Spicer & Heyman will represent CoPS and 

participate in the “open discussion” 

portion of the meeting to be held in DC 

on February the 4th.   

 



AMSPDC Webinar 

CoPS thanks AMSPDC for the 

opportunity to participate in 

today’s webinar and for the Chairs’ 

staunch support of CoPS over the 

past decade. 


