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AMSPDC Overview
MISSION: To improve the health and wellbeing of children through the development of the chairs of academic pediatric departments and sup-
port of their clinical, research, education, and advocacy missions.

VISION: Academic Pediatric Departments lead in care delivery, research, training, and advocacy that improves the health and wellbeing of chil-
dren in their communities and throughout the world.

VALUES STATEMENT:  The Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs upholds the following core values:
Integrity: 	 We are professional and honest in our working relationships and strive for equity and fairness in our decision making. We 

honor our commitments and hold ourselves accountable to the highest ethical and performance standards.
Collaboration: 	 We are committed to working together with each other, patient groups, and relevant professional organizations. We sup-

port a culture of participation and inclusion, including the formation of partnerships, and advocacy designed to influence 
public-policy and resource allocation decisions that impact children’s health. We respect differences among our members 
and their organizations, recognizing they are part of our strength, and freely share ideas to inspire and learn from one 
another.

Compassion: 	 We care about children and families and each other.
Innovation: 	 We support an organizational culture that values change and innovation.
Leadership: 	 As the leaders in academic pediatrics we model the values of our organization and help to develop the leaders of tomorrow.
Excellence: 	 We pursue excellence in all our core missions: clinical care, research, education and advocacy.

GOALS:  Along with its mission, vision, and values, AMSPDC has defined the following as its core goals for 2015-2016:
•	 High Quality Accessible Care – Improve clinical access, health outcomes and value by assisting department chairs in the clinical delivery 

enterprise.  
•	 High Quality Research  – Improve the quality, impact and influence of children’s health research being done within pediatric 

departments.
•	 Transorm Education  – Identify issues in medical education across the continuum and share strategies to help chairs strengthen the 

educational missions of our departments.
•	 Advocate for Children  – Support membership priorities locally and federally to ensure funding and policy decisions address gaps in care 

access, disease prevention, health outcomes and child health research.
•	 Leadership and Career Development  – Enhance the leadership skills of current members and aspiring leaders within pediatrics.  

Promote career development for pediatric chairs.  Provide opportunities for members to share best practices and network.
•	 Excellent Administration  – Strengthen the administration of academic pediatrics.

Meeting Overview
Thursday, March 3rd

The 2016 program will open with the prestigious Pediatric Leadership Development Program’s (PLDP) conference.  The fellowship program 
aims to help develop the next generation of pediatric chairs in North America, ensuring that they will be well poised to lead our profession 
throught the rapidly changing environment of academic medicine and health care in general.

This program is open to invited first and second cohort PLDP fellows, mentors, and committee members and does not include membership at 
large.  PLDP program attendees will enjoy a hospitality hour and dinner Thursday night.  

As in past years, this year’s meeting includes a session for the Pediatric Scientist Development Program (PSDP) and the Canadian Child Health 
Clinician Scientist Program (CCHCSP) trainees who will attend career development workshops.  The PSDP operates under the aegis of 
AMSPDC.  PSDP and CCHCSP enable pediatric fellows to undergo intensive research training with highly successful mentors in renowned 
research programs.  

A dinner for PSDP fellows and members of the Steering and Evaluation Committee, as well as the PLDP participants, will conclude the day’s 
events.

Friday, March 4th

AMSPDC members interested in hearing new and exciting research, and chairs and accompanying residents invited to participate in this year’s 
Frontiers in Science (FIS) program, will want to arrive in time for presentations by third-year PSDP fellows.  Residents contemplating careers 
in research find these presentations particularly exciting because they see first-hand how PSDP training develops young pediatric physician-
scientists.
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The Women’s Chair Luncheon will take place at 1:00pm in the Monterey Suite. If you did not previously register to attend, but would like to, 
please see the registration desk. FIS continues with an afternoon session devoted to research presented by faculty from different institutions, 
including AMSPDC member Wade Clapp, MD from the Indiana University School of Medicine.  These presentations update chairs on new work 
that will affect us as academicians and gives PSDP fellows a chance to see other research horizons.  Those invited to speak are chosen not only for 
their science but also for their ability to tell the story.

The FIS/PSDP program closes with posters presented by second-year PSDP fellows and CCHCSP fellows; scientific interchange with AMSPDC 
members and residents is a high point.

The evening concludes with a dinner that brings together PSDP fellows, FIS Residents, and their sponsoring AMSPDC chairs.
  
Saturday, March 5th

With the exception of the AMSPDC Women’s Chair Luncheon held Friday, this will be the first day of the AMSPDC meeting and plenary session.  Satur-
day morning includes an open networking breakfast designed to give chairs the chance to discuss issues of mutual interest in an informal setting.

Session one will include talks and discussions on Microbiomes moderated by Dr. Ann Reed.  Dr. Patrick Seed will give a lecture on “The Maternal-Infant 
Dyad and the Early Life Microbiome”, followed by Dr. Maria Gloria Dominguez-Bello giving her presentation on “The Early Ancestral Microbiome: 
Impact of Modern Practices on Development”, and concluding with Dr. Martin Blaser and his presentation “Role of Early Life Antibiotics Exposure on 
Childhood Obesity”

The second morning session will feature a keynote address by Dr. Catherine Spong of the National Institutes of Health/NICHD entitled “NICHD:  Cli-
mate and Priorities”.  This session will be moderated by Dr. Sherin Devaskar. 

The lunchtime session will be a little different this year than in the past.  It includes three different panelists broken out into three groups.  Each AMSPDC 
member will be assigned a room, found on the back of your badge.  The speakers will rotate rooms, with about 15-20 minutes per each session to allow 
for robust discussions.  Panelists include:  Dr. Karen Remley of the American Academy of Pediatrics (moderated by Dr. Teresa Quattrin), Mark Wietecha 
of Children’s Hospital Association and Child Health Corporation of America (moderated by Dr. Richard Jacobs), and Mark Delmonte of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (moderated by Dr. Scott Rivkees).  The participants will all convene in the Madison Ballroom for final discussion at the end of the 
session (Highlights and Take-Home Points from the Lunch Session).

After the lunchtime session, the afternoon begins with the day’s second keynote address on Maintenance of Certification featuring Panelists:  Dr. Valerie 
Castle Opipari, Dr. Mira Irons, and Dr. David Nichols.  This keynote will be moderated by Dr. Lewis First.

In the second afternoon session, we will hear from Dr. Laurel Leslie, Dr. Terry Stancin, and Dr. John Duby on State of the Art in Pediatric Mental Health.  
This session will be moderated by Dr. David Gremse and Dr. Teresa Quattrin. 

The day’s program will conclude with the AMSPDC Business Meeting (AMSPDC members only) led by Dr. Valerie Castle Opipari.  The evening will 
include a reception and dinner for members of AMSPDC and their guests.

Sunday, March 6th

Sunday morning will begin with breakfast for chairs of small departments, facilitated by Dr. Timothy Fete, and large departments, facilitated by Dr. Hugh 
O’Brodovich.  The AMSPDC Education Committee will then give their plenary with speakers Dr. Robert Vinci and Dr. Gerard Rabalais.  Dr. Lewis First will 
moderate.  After the Education Committee session, there will be a presentation from the AAAP/AMSPDC Working Group.  The speakers will be Elaine Gal-
lagher and Dr. Stephen Daniels.  Dr. Daniels will also moderate this session.  Lastly, the Research Committee will give a presentation with speakers Dr. Rita 
Ryan and Dr. Brent Polk.  Dr. Polk will also moderate.  Dr. Valerie Castle Opipari will then conclude the meeting with Closing Remarks.

This meeting would not be possible without the dedication of the following leaders;
we sincerely thank them for their service:
AMSPDC Annual Meeting Chair:  Dr. Sherin Devaskar

Frontiers in Science:  Dr. Alan Schwartz
Pediatric Scientist Development Program:  Dr. Margaret Hostetter

Pediatric Leadership Development Program:  Dr. Robert W. Wilmott

This program is made possible in part by an unrestricted sponsorship provided by Abbott Nutrition.  Abbott 
Nutrition’s support did not include input or influence over the content of the program.
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Thursday, March 3

7:00am - 9:00pm	 PSDP Meeting
	 7:00 - 9:00am	 Breakfast Buffet Open......................................................................... Ossabaw
		  PSDP, CCHCSP

	 7:00 - 7:30am	 Advisor Orientation............................................................................... Sapelo
		  PSDP Advisors

	 7:30 - 10:15am 	 Advising Sessions
		  1st, 2nd, 3rd year fellows and advisors

	 8:30 - 9:20am 	 PSDP Orientation.................................................................................. Liberty
		  Margaret Hostetter, MD, PSDP Program Director, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
 		  PSDP incoming fellows

	 9:30 - 10:20am	 Career in Pediatrics............................................................................... Liberty
		  Margaret Hostetter, MD, PSDP Program Director, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
		  PSDP incoming fellows

	 10:30am - 12:00pm	 Advisor Debrief ..................................................................................... Sapelo
		  Program Evaluation Committee
		  Advisors and Program Evaluation Committee

	 10:30 - 11:30am	 Alumnus Speaker..................................................................................Library
		  David Hunstad, MD, Washington University
		  PSDP and CCHCSP fellows

	 11:30 am - 1:30pm	 Lunch ................................................................................................ Ossabaw
		  PSDP, CCHCSP

	 12:00 - 1:00pm	 Program Evaluation Meeting/Lunch..................................................... Ossabaw
		  Program Evaluation Committee

	 1:00 - 3:30pm	 Workshops
		  Elevator Talks.................................................................................Monterey Suite
		  Norman Rosenblum, MD, Hospital for Sick Children and Lisa Satlin, MD, Mount Sinai School of Medicine
		  1st year fellows and CCHCSP fellows

		  Job Negotiation............................................................................. Chippewa Suite
		  Jonathan Klein, MD, MPH American Academy of Pediatrics and Valerie Opipari, MD, University of Michigan
		  2nd and 3rd year fellows

	 3:30 - 4:30pm	 Joint Committee Meeting.............................................................Lafayette Suite

	 4:30 - 5:30pm	 Steering Committee Meeting........................................................Lafayette Suite

	 6:00 - 7:00pm	 PSDP & CCHCSP Reception.................................................................. Ossabaw
		  PSDP, CCHCSP

	 7:00 - 9:00pm	 Dinner............................................................................................... Ossabaw
		  PSDP, CCHCSP
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Thursday, March 3, continued

6:30am - 9:00pm	 PLDP Meeting............................................................................................Pulaski
	 6:30 - 8:00am	 360 Evaluation Feedback
		  Ken Slaw, PhD, American Academy of Pediatrics
	 8:00 - 8:15am	 AMSPDC Presidential Welcome
		  Valerie Opipari, MD, University of Michigan Medical School
	 8:15 - 9:00am	 Welcome and Overview of PLDP, Peer to Peer Calls and Mentoring
		  Robert Wilmott, MD, MB, BS, Saint Louis University School of Medicine
		  Nina Schor, MD, PhD, University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry
	 9:00 - 10:00am	 Finances & Budget
		  Valerie Opipari, MD, University of Michigan Medical School
	 10:00 - 10:30am	 Break	
	 10:30 - 11:30am	 Vision, Mission and Strategic Plans
		  Valerie Opipari, MD, University of Michigan Medical School
	 11:30am - 12:30pm	 Final Project Presentations
		  2015-2016 Cohort
	 12:30 - 1:30pm	 Lunch Panel:  The Joys and Challenges of Being a Pediatric Chair

Nina Schor, MD, PhD, University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 
Loretta Cordova de Ortega, MD, University of New Mexico School of Medicine
Valerie Opipari, MD, University of Michigan Medical School
Wade Clapp, MD, Indiana University School of Medicine
Robert Wilmott, MD, MB, BS, Saint Louis University School of Medicine

	 1:30 - 2:30pm	 Building Leadership Teams
		  Stephen Daniels, MD, PhD, University of Colorado School of Medicine
	 2:30 - 3:45pm	 Final Project Presentations
		  2016-2017 Cohort
	 3:45 – 4:15pm	 Break	
	 4:15 - 5:15pm	 What Makes a Chair a Good Leader?
		  Richard Jacobs, MD, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine
	 6:15 - 9:00pm	 Reception and Dinner
		

8:30 - 10:30am	 AMSPDC Frontiers in Science 2016
	 8:30am	 Opening Remarks
		  Margaret Hostetter, MD, PSDP Program Director, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
	 8:35am	 Characterization and Feedback Control of Neural Networks to Improve 

Cognition in Epilepsy
		  Jennifer Gelinas, MD, PhD, New York University
	 9:00am	 Defining Host Microbial Interactions in Inflammatory Bowel Disease
		  Christina Hickey, MD, Washington University
	 9:25am	 Correcting Energy Failure in Mitochondrial Disease
		  Bryce Mendelsohn, MD, PhD, University of California at San Francisco
	 9:50am	 Dietary Fructose, but not Glucose, Impairs Hepatic Mitochondrial Fatty Acid 

Oxidation and Accelrates NAFLD Development
		  Samir Softic, MD, Boston Children’s Hospital
	 10:15am	 The Pediatric Scientist Development Program
		  Margaret Hostetter, MD, PSDP Program Director, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

1:00 - 2:30pm	 Women’s Chair Lunch........................................................................Monterey Suite

Friday, March 4
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Saturday, March 5

7:00am-8:00am	 Breakfast and Open Networking........................................................... Cumberland

8:00am- 10:00am	 Microbiome................................................................................ Madison Ballroom
	 Moderator:  Ann M. Reed, MD, Duke University School of Medicine
	 The Maternal-Infant Dyad and the Early Life Microbiome
	 Patrick Seed, MD, PhD, Duke University School of Medicine

The Early and Ancestral Microbiome: Impact of Modern Practices on Development
	 Maria Gloria Dominguez-Bello, PhD, NYU School of Medicine
	 Role of Early Life Antibiotics Exposure on Childhood Obesity
	 Martin J. Blaser, MD, NYU School of Medicine

10:00am - 10:15am	 Break........................................................................................................... Foyer

10:15am-11:30am	 Keynote Address.......................................................................... Madison Ballroom	
NICHD: Climate and Priorities

	 Speaker: Catherine Y. Spong, MD, Interim Director, National Institutes of Health/NICHD
	 Moderator: Sherin U. Devaskar, MD, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA

11:30am - 11:45am	 Updates from AAP, CHA, AAP/PPC................................................ Madison Ballroom

11:45am -12:00pm	 Break to Get Lunch....................................................................................... Foyer

12:00pm -1:00pm	 Lunch - Small Group Sessions.............................................Speakers will rotate rooms
A Discussion with the Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics.....................................Madison Ballroom (Group 1)
Speaker: Karen Remley, MD, MBA, MPH, American Academy of Pediatrics
Moderator: Teresa Quattrin, MD, University of Buffalo, Jacobs School of Medicine
A Discussion with the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Children’s Hospital 
Association......................................................................Madison Ballroom (Group 2)
Speaker: Mark Wietecha, Children’s Hospital Association and Child Health Corporation of America
Moderator: Richard Jacobs, MD, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine
A Discussion with the Director of the Legislative Office from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and Lead for the Pediatric Policy Council...........................Pulaski (Group 3)
Speaker: Mark DelMonte, JD, American Academy of Pediatrics Legislative Office
Moderator: Scott Rivkees, MD, University of Florida College of Medicine

1:00pm - 1:15pm	 Break........................................................................................................... Foyer

1:15pm - 1:30pm	 Highlights and Take-Home Points from Lunch Session..................... Madison Ballroom
	
1:30pm - 2:45pm	 Update on Maintenance of Certification (MOC)............................. Madison Ballroom
	 Moderator: Lewis First, MD, University of Vermont College of Medicine
	 A Panel Discussion Focused on Key Issues from the AMSPDC MOC Survey as they 

Relate to Pediatrics and Other Medical Specialties
	 ABMS: MOC Activities
	 ABP/FOPO: Take-Aways
	 Panelists:  Valerie Castle Opipari, MD, University of Michigan Medical Center; Mira Irons, MD, American Board 

of Medical Specialties; David Nichols, MD, MBA, American Board of Pediatrics
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2:45pm - 4:15pm	 State of Art in Pediatric Mental Health........................................... Madison Ballroom
	 Moderators: David Gremse, MD, University of South Alabama College of Medicine and Teresa Quattrin, MD, 

University of Buffalo, Jacobs School of Medicine
	 The National Landscape
	 Laurel Leslie, MD, MPH, American Board of Pediatrics
	 Integrated Approaches in Primary and Specialty Care
	 Terry Stancin, PhD, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
	 Preparing the Pediatrician of the Future
	 John Duby, MD, Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine

4:15pm - 4:30pm	 Break........................................................................................................... Foyer

4:30pm - 5:15pm	 AMSPDC Members Business Meeting............................................ Madison Ballroom	
	 Valerie Castle Opipari, MD, AMSPDC President, University of Michigan Medical Center

6:30pm - 9:30pm	 AMSPDC Dinner.................................................................................. Harborview 

Sunday, March 6

7:00am - 8:00am	 Breakfast
	 Small Departments..................................................................................Ossabaw
	 Moderator: Tim Fete, MD, MPH, University of Missouri, Columbia School of Medicine
	 Large Departments ............................................................................ Cumberland 
	 Moderator: Hugh O’Brodovich, MD, Stanford School of Medicine, Stanford, CA

8:00am - 8:15am	 Break........................................................................................................... Foyer

8:15am - 9:15am	 Updates from the Education Committee......................................... Madison Ballroom
	 Moderator: Lewis First, MD, University of Vermont College of Medicine
	 “Match Frenzy”
	 Robert J. Vinci, MD, Boston University School of Medicine
	 Community Preceptor Task Force
	 Gerard Rabalais, MD, MHA, University of Louisville School of Medicine

9:15am - 9:45am	 AAAP/AMSPDC: Effort Project/Future Initiatives.......................... Madison Ballroom
Moderator: Stephen R Daniels, MD, PhD, University of Colorado School of Medicine
Speakers: Elaine Gallagher, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and Stephen R Daniels, MD, PhD, University of 
Colorado School of Medicine

9:45am - 10:30am	 Research Committee Report................................................................ Madison Ballroom
	 Moderator: D. Brent Polk, MD, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California

Survey Results
Rita Ryan, MD, Medical University of South Carolina
Early Goals Research Committee Discussion
D. Brent Polk, MD, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California

10:45am - 11:00am	 President’s Closing Address........................................................... Madison Ballroom
	 Valerie P. Castle Opipari, MD, AMSPDC President, University of Michigan Medical School

Saturday, March 5, continued
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2016 Frontiers in Science Residents

Resident Year Chair Institution

Bradford Becken, MD PL-2 Ann Reed, MD Duke University 

Niyati Bondale, MD PL-2 Giovanni Piedimonte, MD Cleveland Clinic 

Amelia Bray-Aschenbrenner, MD PL-2 Robert Wilmott, MD St. Louis University- Cardinal Glennon 

Hannah Carlson-Donohoe, MD PL-1 Joseph Neglia, MD, MPH University of Minnesota 

Natalia Chaimowitz, MD, PhD PL-2 Margaret Hostetter, MD Cincinnati Children's Hospital 

Jayme Congdon, MD, MS PL-1 Hugh O’ Brodovich, MD Stanford University 

Joseph Dario, MD PL-2 Douglas Carlson, MD 
Southern Illinois University

School of Medicine 

Emily Gotschlich, MD PL-2 Lisa Satlin, MD Mount Sinai Hospital 

Sarah Henson, MD PL-2 Terrence Stull, MD University of Oklahoma 

Josh Herigon, MD, MPH PL-2 Michael Artman, MD University of Missouri at Kansas City 

Lauren Jarchin, MD PL-2 Charles Schleien, MD Cohen Children's Medical Center - NSLIJ 

Kelsey Jurow, MD PL-1 Benjamin Van Voorhees, MD, MPH 
University of Illinois

College of Medicine at Peoria 

Lindsey Korbel, MD PL-1 John Barnard, MD Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

Jennifer Kovatch, MD PL-2 Timothy Fete, MD, MPH University of Missouri 

Juan Francisco Lozano, MD, MS PL-1 Steven Lipshultz, MD Children's Hospital of Michigan 

Kyle MacQuarrie, MD, PhD PL-2 Thomas Shanley, MD 
Ann and Robert H. Lurie

Children's Hospital of Chicago 

Francesca McCaffrey, DO, MPH PL-1 Archana Chatterjee, MD, PhD 
University of South Dakota

School of Medicine 

Vanessa McFadden, MD, PhD PL-2 Robert Lane, MD, MS Medical College of Wisconsin 

Joseph Mechak, MD PL-2 James Nataro, MD, PhD, MBA University of Virginia 

Sara Mednansky, DO PL-2 Lewis First, MD University of Vermont 

Megan Menard, MD PL-2 Mary Lee, MD, MS UMass Memorial Health Center 

Matthew Merguerian, MD, PhD PL-2 Clifford Bogue, MD Yale University 
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Resident Year Chair Institution

Talya Miller, MD PL-2 Bruder Stapleton, MD 
University of Washington

Seattle Children's Hospital 

Eric Nickels, MD PL-1 Brent Polk, MD Children's Hospital of Los Angeles 

Kinjal Parikh, MD PL-2 Patricia Emmanuel, MD University of South Florida 

Steven Rhodes, MD, PhD PL-1 Wade Clapp, MD Indiana University 

Matthew Russell, MD PL-3 Sherin Devaskar, MD University of California Los Angeles 

Erica Schmitt, MD, PhD PL-1 Alan Schwartz, PhD, MD Washington University 

Rebecca Schreier, DO PL-2 Archana Chatterjee, MD, PhD 
University of South Dakota

School of Medicine 

Sara Sussman , MD, BA PL-2 Raymond Watts, MD Louisiana State University 

Jordan Whatley, MD PL-2 Keith English, MD 
Michigan State University

College of Human Medicine 

Jihey Yuk, MD PL-2 Kevin Coulter, MD University of California Davis 

Yorgo Zahlanie, MD PL-2 Thomas Welch, MD SUNY Upstate Medical University 

AMSPDC would like to thank the members of the following committee
for their contributions to this meeting:

Annual Meeting Planning Committee
Chair: Sherin U. Devaskar, MD, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA

Ann M. Reed, MD, Duke University School of Medicine
David Gremse, MD, University of South Alabama College of Medicine

Lewis First, MD, MS, University of Vermont College of Medicine
Richard Jacobs, MD, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine

Teresa Quattrin, MD, University of Buffalo, Jacobs School of Medicine
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Hotel Floor Plan

Lobby Level

Second Floor



March 2 - March 5, 2017
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